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Let me say something more of this Harlay.                                     |

Descended from two celebrated magistrates, Achille                       |I

d'Harlay and Christopher De Thou, Harlay imi-
tated their gravity, but carried it to a cynical extent,
affected their disinterestedness and modesty, but dis-
honoured the first by his conduct, and the second by a
refined pride which he endeavoured without success to
conceal. He piqued himself, above all things, upon
his probity and justice, but the mask soon fell. Be-
tween Peter and Paul he maintained the strictest fair-
ness, but as soon as he perceived interest or favour to
be acquired, he sold himself. This trial will show him
stripped of all disguise. He was learned in the law; in
letters he was second to no one; he was well acquainted
with history, and knew how, above all, to govern his
company with an authority which suffered no reply,
and which no other chief president had ever attained.
A pharisaical austerity rendered him redoubtable by
the licence he assumed in his public reprimands,
whether to plaintiffs, or defendants, advocates or mag-
istrates ; so that there was not a single person who did
not tremble to have to do with him. Besides this, sus-                      ;

tained in all by the Court (of which he was the slave,                     '>'

and the very humble servant of those who were really
in favour), a subtle courtier, a singularly crafty poli-
tician, he used all those talents solely to further his
ambition, his desire of domination and his thirst of
the reputation of a great man. He was without real                      \

honour, secretly of corrupt manners, with only outside                      ;

probity, without humanity even; in one word, a per-
fect hypocrite; without faith, without law, without a                      ;i  f
God, and without a soul; a cruel husband, a barbarous                       t',  |